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Edible art with a 2000-year history
A traditional Chinese sweet debuts in Seattle with a contemporary touch
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
REVISED JULY 6, 2004
Sometimes it takes one or two thousand years before Seattle catches up with the rest of the world.

But Seattle is the first place in the United States where people will be able to taste an elegantly packaged sweet from Hong Kong, a confection originally created for emperors and aristocrats as long as two thousand years ago in China.
Bamboo Garden Icy-Crispy Dragon Beard Candy is made from thousands of hand-stretched strands of sugar and maltose, and is wrapped around bits of chopped coconut, peanuts and sesame seeds. The product, which is still hand-made in the traditional way, has a unique crispy texture that is best enjoyed served cold with some high quality tea or coffee.

The distributor of this product is Yuzu Trading Co. of Seattle. Yuzu Trading Co. was founded by a 7-year veteran of Microsoft, Jason Truesdell, who also once served as an assistant editor at Seattle’s Northwest Asian Weekly. After working in software internationalization for about seven years, he wanted to move on and pursue his passions for great food, Japanese ceramics, and travel.
While planning his business, Truesdell made a couple of trips to Japan to look for distinctive products at trade shows and in craft villages. “When I went to FoodEx Japan in March, I was fascinated by a booth demonstrating this very traditional handmade candy from China. I was surprised was that this confection, which is ordinarily very short-lived, was available with very high quality in a beautiful gift box. Immediately I knew I had to bring this product to the United States.”
After a couple of months of research and negotiation, Yuzu Trading Co. arranged to introduce the product at the Chinatown International District Summer Festival. The company has also talked to several local retailers and specialty markets, and the product will soon be available in Seattle and Portland at select retailers.
“So far I’ve been pretty happy with the customer response,” says Truesdell. “We’ve brought something that’s very unusual, very high quality, and makes an attractive gift, and people are really responding to that. Our big challenge is selling it in a market which sometimes only associates Hong Kong with inexpensive mass-produced goods and casual restaurants, but I think that people will truly appreciate an artful, hand-made sweet made by a technique few people can master.”

In Hong Kong and Singapore, customers eagerly snap up Bamboo Garden Icy-Crispy Dragon Beard Candy at upscale department stores and gift shops. Most department stores in urban Asia have elaborate food sections in their basement levels where one can find anything from carefully prepared side dishes to make home meal preparation easier, to elegant cakes, to elaborately packaged snacks and expensive European chocolates. But most of this extravagance has disappeared from U.S. department stores, which found increased competition from smaller specialty food shops impacted their profit margins.
“It has been a bit interesting to figure out the right venues for this kind of product,” Truesdell commented. “I think the product will do well at upscale Asian markets, cute little tea shops, and even some of the small specialty food markets which would be amenable to high-quality Asian products. I’d be happy to see it in a few quality department stores as well, but we’ll see.”
After an initial introduction in Seattle and Portland, Yuzu Trading Co. LLC plans to introduce the product to specialty retailers in San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Vancouver, BC. Yuzu Trading Co. has also imported distinctive handmade ceramics from artists in Mashiko, Japan, some of which are currently on display at Azuma Gallery in Seattle’s Pioneer Square.
Yuzu Trading Co. LLC was established in February 2004 with the objective of “redefining pacific lifestyles.” The company markets specialty gifts from Asia, focusing on products with compelling stories behind their creation. Contact Jason Truesdell, Principal, by telephone at (206) 274-4575 or Jason@yuzutrade.com. WWW: http://www.dragonbeardcandy.com/ and http://www.yuzutrade.com/
Bamboo Garden Icy-Crispy Dragon Beard Candy is a trademark of Dragon Rich Profits, Ltd. of Hong Kong. Founded in 1994, the company’s objective is to reintroduce traditional Chinese delicacies to a contemporary audience. By combining reformulated ancient recipes with innovative and elegant packaging, Dragon Rich aims to bring the Chinese confectionary arts to a global audience. To reach Dragon Rich Profits, contact Rosana Tung-Kuffel at nokomis@iohk.com. WWW: http://www.bamboogarden.com.hk/
Jason Truesdell is 30 years old and was born in Seattle. He lives in the Fremont neighborhood of Seattle. He worked for 7 years at Microsoft in software internationalization as a test lead and test engineer, and is passionate about great food, beautiful ceramics, and travel. He graduated DePauw University in Greencastle, IN with a B.A. in East Asian Studies in 1996, and studied in the Japanology department of Philipps-University Marburg, Germany as an exchange student. He also worked briefly for the Northwest Asian Weekly newspaper in Seattle as Assistant Editor in 1996.
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